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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 February 2009 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1,3,4,6-30 and 34-52 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) , 14-29, 42-44 and 47-49 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1.3.4.6-13.30.34-41.45.46 and 50-52 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Part III DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application has been examined. Claims 1 ,3-4,6-30 and 34-52 are pending in 
this application. Claims 14-29,42-44 and 47-49 have been withdrawn from 
consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



2. Claims 1 , 3,4, 6-13,30-41 ,45-46 and 50-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Hasegawa (5,534,974). 

With regard to claim 1 , Hasegawa teaches a method of limiting access to a media tray 
comprising: defining a target pass code (e.g. tray ID) associated with a media tray by 
selecting the media tray and receiving the target pass code via a user interface at a 
control panel of a network device having the media tray (e..g. reads on fig. 1 , item 110 
and figs. 2-8, and col. 4, lines 37-44, clearly the panel 110 can display the information 
and fig. 5 depicts how information can be displayed to the users)); and restricting 
access to the media tray to print jobs associated with job pass codes (e.g. job ID or user 
ID) having the target pass code (reads on figs. 2-8). 
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With regard to claim 3, Hasegawa further teaches wherein selecting the media tray 
includes loading the media tray (e.g. reads on fig. 2-3). 

With regard to claim 4, Hasegawa further teaches wherein defining the target pass 
code further includes, upon selecting the media tray, requesting a target pass code be 
entered via the user interface (reads on figs. 2-8). 

With regard to claim 6, Hasegawa further teaches receiving a print job accompanied 
by the job pass code (e.g. col. 6, lines 59-67, user ID or job instruction). 

With regard to claim 7, Hasegawa further teaches where the print job is not 
accompanied by the job pass code, prompting entry of the job pass code (reads on fig. 
7). 

With regard to claim 8, Hasegawa further teaches wherein prompting entry of the job 
pass code includes prompting display of a message requesting entry of the job pass 
code on a print job originator (reads on fig. 7). 

With regard to claim 9, Hasegawa further teaches receiving the job pass code from 
the print job originator (reads on fig. 7). 

With regard to claim 10, Hasegawa further teaches receiving the job pass code via 
a control panel associated with the print job originator (reads on figs. 6-8) 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Hasegawa further teaches restricting access to the media 
tray includes: comparing the job pass code to the target pass code; and 
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permitting the print job access to the selected media tray when the job pass code 
corresponds with the target pass code (reads on figs. 6-8). 

With regard to claim 12, Hasegawa further teaches receiving a selection of a media 
tray from a print job originator; requesting confirmation of a characteristic of the print job 
corresponding to the selected media tray; and upon receiving confirmation, setting the 
job pass code to have a predefined relationship with the target pass code (reads on figs. 
2-8). 

With regard to claim 13, Hasegawa further teaches requesting confirmation of a 
characteristic of the print job includes broadcasting the characteristic to the print job 
originator (reads on fig. 4, which allows the system to inform the user) 

With regard to claim 50, Hasegawa further teaches wherein the job pass code 
includes an alphanumeric string (reads on figs. 2-4). 

With regard to claim 51 , Hasegawa further teaches wherein the target pass code 
includes an alphanumeric character string (reads on figs. 2-4). 

With regard to claim 52, Hasegawa further teaches providing a screen prompt in a 
user interface associated with the media tray on a network terminal in communication 
with a printing device that includes the media tray (reads on figs. 2-8 and col. 4, lines 
21-29) . 

With regard to claims 30-41 and 45-46, the limitations of claims 30-41 and 45-46 asre 
covered by the limitations of claims 1-13 above. 
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Conclusion 

3. With regard to Applicant's argument that Hasegawa et at least does not disclose 
the aforementioned recitation. For example, Hasegawa discloses a panel unit notifying 
a user of a current status of a printer, and serving as an input terminal from which mode 
command is input. (See Hasegawa, col. 3, lines 52-54). Hasegawa further discloses a 
controller assigning an identification (ID) to each user so as to discriminate between a 
plurality of users. (See Hasegawa, col. 4, lines 21-22). Examiner disagrees with 
Applicant's conclusion. Clearly Hasegawa et al. teaches more that a panel to display the 
status of the printer, clearly figs. 2-8 depicts how the user get assigned an ID relating to 
the paper tray and allowing the user to the select a tray and displaying that the tray 
selected has already being selected (see fig. 4, step 13). Clearly the bidirectional 
communication between the host and printer allow the user to select the tray and 
display that information to the user by using the panel. 

4.. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gabriel I. Garcia whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7434. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 7:30 AM-6:00 
PM. The fax phone number for this group is (571 ) 273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
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800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

/Gabriel I Garcia/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



Gabriel I. Garcia 
Primary Examiner 
May 10, 2009 



